TRINITY Updates &

prayer

2026 information
MISSION NEWS

Our vision is to see lives transformed by the love of Christ and our mission is to build wholehearted disciples of Christ

May

SCHOOLS: A MISSION OPPORTUNITY ON OUR DOORSTEP
As part of our Kingdom work, TRINITY has the opportunity - and responsibility -

‘ to serve our local schools, particularly our two church schools: Southover CofE
PY Primary School [see logo on left] and South Malling CofE Primary and Nursery
School [logo on right].

LlVe, Love, Leal‘n! The Diocese of Chichester has a mission to grow partnerships between parish
churches and their foundation schools. TRINITY has signed up to a covenant with
each of our two schools, Southover and South Malling. This is designed to establish

and grow a foundation for both schools and church communities to grow in partnership to fulfil God’s mission, working
together to provide children with a high quality experience of worship and to provide an education that will enable all to have
a clear understanding of Christian values in their journey through life.

Each school has three foundation governor positions on their Board. They are appointed through TRINITY, and we currently
have an immediate need for one new foundation governor in each school. Foundation governors serve and represent the
church, but their primary role is to support the school, especially the leadership team, through setting strategic direction,
ensuring accountability, and monitoring and evaluating school performance. A wide range of skills and interests are needed
across the governing body, including finance and HR, data analysis, health and safety, fabric and buildings, mental health and well
-being, safeguarding, inclusion and SEND, but above all a passion for ensuring that our local children achieve their full potential
because our schools have high standards and an excellent quality of education. Access to training and information will be
available, as well as support from the Clerk and other members of the board.

Being a Governor requires a commitment of roughly one meeting or training session a month, depending on role, a few of
which might be during the school day; some are online. Please speak to Liz Kaye, Helen Parkyns, Carol Taplin or Tim Telford
(existing foundation governors) if you would like to know more about school governance or to volunteer. We would also be
happy to speak to you about any other parts of TRINITY’s mission in our schools.

TRINITY clergy and members serve in our schools in many other ways in addition to governance. TRINITY staff members are
welcomed into SM and SO schools each term to lead assemblies, as well as more occasional lessons and other activities. Tim
also visits both schools weekly to support lunchtime activities and has accompanied Southover children on their annual
residential trip. Both church schools have services in the church buildings at special times such as Harvest, Christmas, Easter
and summer leavers services. We’re delighted to be able to host other schools for visits to our church buildings and to go in
for lessons, including Western Road and Wallands.

We encourage members of our church to pray for the schools, to get
involved in some of our in-school activities and to suggest ideas of how |
TRINITY can develop this further. For example, we provided a stall at
the South Malling School Summer Fair last July. Offers to help with
reading in class would always be welcome.

Open the Book gives TRINITY the opportunity for church members to go
into Southover and South Malling schools, normally twelve times a year, to
share the Bible through dramatised stories. These follow a prescribed script
devised by the Bible Society, and include a time of reflection and a prayer,
dwelling on the values the Bible teaches all of us and tying in with the schools'
values such as Hope, Compassion & Friendship. The children may be hearing
a Bible story for the first time, or deepening their knowledge. This is such a
valuable tool for us to take into schools on a regular basis. It also reinforces the link between TRINITY and our church schools.

We ask that each member of our TRINITY family consider the opportunities for service within our covenant with our schools.
Please pray for our schools and pray for guidance about what you can do to be part of this work.

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD BANKS CLOTHES FOR THE HOMELESS & REFUGEES
TRINITY  supports Used (or new) clothes in
our local food banks good condition, for all
and there is a regular ages, are needed. They
need for tinned goods, may be left in the labelled
boxes in our church
porches.

rice and pasta, cereals, toiletries etc.
Items may be left in the boxes in our church porches.
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The Leprosy
Mission

Pearls of Grace
MINISTRIES

Lisa Buyinza & POG, Uganda: Praise that Lisa and a colleague were able to take part in Annette’s
soap making training. Pray they will be able to put it to good use through Pearls of Grace.

Continue to pray for Lisa as she heads up the ministry. Pray for her daughters, Lioness and Levani, that
they will flourish in school, make good friendships and grow in their love for the Lord.

UPDATES AND PRAYER REQUESTS FOR MISSION PARTNERS

We are thankful for the appointment of Dr Johny Hilaire as the new Executive
Director of LIA-UK and for Benjamin Ombiri who will be joining us in a part-time
role responsible for donor engagement. Johny is of Haitian heritage and Benjamin
is of Kenyan heritage, both living in the UK. They will be starting on 5th May so
please pray for the onboarding process as they take on their new roles and for
Jonathan Lamb as he supports them in this transition phase.

A recent HM Inspectorate of Prisons report reveals that there needs to be a wider, strategic approach
to involve families in supporting good behaviour and rehabilitation. Pray for implementation of suitable
initiatives. This also highlights the vital importance of PF’s Angel Tree and Mother’s Day programmes!

PF produces weekly Bible Studies for people in prison. The Young Adult & Bereavement courses are
also much appreciated, and run regularly in Lewes prison. Pray for the Holy Spirit to speak to each one.
On Wednesday 6th May, PF is holding a national online event for people interested in prison
ministry. There are growing opportunities for PF volunteers; pray for God’s calling on His people.

Praise God for all the resources made available for people to read and understand the bible, especially
for The Bible Course New Edition which is now free. This popular small group resource guides your
church, life group or Christian Union through the Bible’s big story from Genesis through to Revelation.
Please pray also for the Open the Book groups going into schools, not only in Lewes but in many
countries throughout the world. Remembering the parable of the Sower, may God’s word take root in
many young people’s hearts through the bible stories presented.

The Renters' Rights Bill becomes law in May and we pray for all those who will be affected. We
pray it will have positive benefits for all who are renting privately, providing them with a little
more security. We pray for all who have been served a Section 21 notice recently, that they will
be able to find new affordable accommodation quickly and that those locally may hear about
HOMELINK and find the help, expertise and compassion that they need.

The theme for prayer this month is growing our mission. Leprosy affects millions of people
around the world, but it is still a low priority for many governments.

We pray that Jesus will give us all courage to continue advocating for the inclusion and
acceptance for those with Leprosy.

We also pray for raising awareness about this disease in this country, reaching new supporters
and finding the right words to inspire people to act.

EASY ECO TIPS FOR MAY FROM A ROCHA UK

GIVING TO TRINITY

Support pollinators. Nothing says Spring like the buzz of a bee! But these
precious pollinators are declining due to habitat loss, climate change and
agricultural intensification. Wednesday 20 May is World Bee Day, so look
around to see how you can improve habitats for bees and other pollinators.

Read more about bees, butterflies and habitats that support them in our
Target 25 resources at arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/target-25 Sow a pollinator-
friendly seed mix, make or buy a bee hotel, let some wild flowers grow in
your garden, and don’t use pesticides. Pray that
our pollinator populations will increase.

For more about World Bee Day visit
awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/
world-bee-day/

CAFE 1231
Open Tues - Sat
9:30am - 2:00pm
Food served all day

till 1.30pm

TRINITY SOUTHOVER
is normally open for prayer
Monday to Friday
during the day
Southover High St
Lewes BN7 IJH
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You can give to support the ministry of
TRINITY in a variety of ways. If you are a
regular member or consider TRINITY your
church, the best way to give is through the
Parish  Giving Scheme (PGS) TRINITY’s
parish code 100610471.

You can make direct internet payments to
our bank account. Name: TRINITY
Southover Church Council. Sortcode: 20 49
76. Account Number: 20775894. You can
also give using our contactless systems at
our sites.

If you are able to gift-aid
your donation please email
our finance team, who will
give you the relevant form:
finance@trinitylewes.org.

Our website has more details:
https://trinitylewes.org/about/giving/

trinitylewes.org The TRINITY Centre, Abinger Place, Lewes BN7 2QA / 01273 474377 / office@trinitylewes.org
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