
Open the Book (OtB) is an exciting storytelling project 

where Bible stories are shared with children in a way that is 

fun, interactive and memorable. As invited guests in school, 

storytelling teams use the Open the Book text to prepare and 

present a 10–15-minute scripted Bible story, involving the 

children as much as possible.  
 

Ukraine Amid rising casualties, prolonged displacement and widespread 

trauma, churches have become one of the few stable pillars of support for 

millions. At the centre of this spiritual response stands the Ukrainian Bible 

Society, working tirelessly to ensure that Scripture, trauma healing and 

pastoral care remain accessible across the country. Since the full-scale 

invasion began, the Ukrainian Bible Society has distributed approximately 1.6 

million Bibles, nearly 1,000 copies per day. 
 

Kenya In the next five years Bible Society aims to create a global 

network of 300 young and influential leaders from different areas 

of society to deliver Bible-inspired change. 

Mercy and Austin came to Bible Society wanting to learn what 

the Bible says about leadership. They were ideal candidates for 

Bible Society’s growing Catalysing Leaders training programme.  

The training is making a great difference in Mercy’s organisation 

as people with a passion to serve are learning Bible-based 

leadership principles. ‘If we can see change in one person,’ she 

says, ‘imagine the change we’ll see when the six of us graduate.’ 
 

Kenya If you belonged to the Banyala community in Kenya, you 

would not until very recently have heard the words of Jesus in your language. ‘For a long time, the Banyala people held a 

profound longing to hear the word of God in their own mother tongue.’ 

The translation team in Kenya started working on behalf of Banyala Christians and their neighbours. The team spent eight 

years translating the New Testament from the original Greek into the Lunyala language which is spoken day to day by Banyala 

people. 

Claire Wanakuta is so glad to no longer have to depend on an English Bible. She said: ‘God’s word in Lunyala is sweeter to me . 

It’s like honey on my lips.’ 

Elizabeth and her team in Kenya hope to see churches discipling believers more effectively, families engaging with Scripture 

together, and younger generations growing up hearing God speak through the language they know best. 
 

Pray 

• For our OTB teams going into Southover and South Malling, that the stories would make a real difference to young lives. 

• For the Bible Society in Ukraine as it brings God’s word, amid the ongoing war. 

• For young people in Kenya to deliver Bible inspired change 

• For the many people who still do not have a Bible in their mother tongue 
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Our vision is to see lives transformed by the love of Christ and our mission is to build wholehearted disciples of Christ 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN AN OPEN THE BOOK TEAM? 

The Open the Book team that goes into Southover School are looking for extra volunteers. Both teams  really enjoy going 

into the schools to share the Bible stories, that are greeted with great participation and enthusiasm by the children, and it  is 

enormous fun working as a team together.  

Open the Book provide a Storytelling Bible which contains 90 dramatised Bible stories.  Some parts are narrated, others are 

acted out, so we need people willing to dress up and become Bible characters and some who can just read the narration 

section. Nobody has to learn their lines. We are Opening the Book so it's appropriate to use our books! We try to involve 

children to play non-speaking roles in each assembly, and there are also suggested actions for the whole school to do. 

We go in 12 times a year to Southover School, on a Wednesday morning, and lead the assembly for Key Stage 2 (7-11 year 

olds).  We rehearse at Church End from 9.15 to 11.15am.  We have 3 planning meetings a year on a Wednesday afternoon 

but those don't need to involve everyone.  Everyone who takes part is required to have Open the Book training (which can be 

done in person or online) and a DBS check for working with children. 

Please speak to Ian Hempshall (TRINITY’s Bible Society mission champion) or Carol Taplin (Southover team lead) if interested. 

http://www.faithclipart.com/image/call-to-prayer-clipart.html


TRINITY SOUTHOVER 

is normally open for prayer  

Monday to Friday  

during the day 

Southover High St  

Lewes BN7 1JH 

UPDATES AND PRAYER REQUESTS FOR MISSION PARTNERS 
 

July 12th Sunday: Praise God for the International Day of Hope. Praise God that prison bars can’t stop 

people in prison from worshipping Him and finding hope in his presence.  

PF is praying that they can launch their Pastoral Care support in more prisons, so that more inmates 

are supported through bereavement. 

PF’s new Olive Tree course, including stories of Zaccheus and of the Prodigal Son, is in its 3rd pilot 

stage. The course is simpler than the previous Sycamore Tree, to help those with literacy issues. 
 

The summer months are not necessarily easier than the winter months for those who are 

homeless, especially in this extremely hot weather. Please pray that people will find shelter from 

the heat, fresh water, sunblock and safe places to rest. We thank God for the local support for 

our recent plant sale and our Annual Meeting. May the contacts made help spread the word 

about HOMELINK's work, in order that we may help more people out of homelessness and 

into suitable and affordable accommodation.   
 

This month TLM ask us to pray for Anandaban Hospital, Kathmandu. It has served people 

with Leprosy for nearly 70 years and is a refuge for all who need healing, compassion & hope. 

Pray that patients will see the love of Jesus in the care they receive. Pray that the medical 

team will be compassionate and that they will find God’s strength when their work is done. 

Give thanks that the land for the new research centre has been purchased, pray for 

Anadaban’s leadership team and architects as they plan next stage of the work. 
 

Lisa Buyinza & Pearls of Grace, Uganda: Lisa keeps closely in touch with several girls from Gomba 

where she used to live. She is delighted that Phaneroo her mega home church in Kampala has planted a 

daughter church in Nsambwe village in the Gomba district and so the girls have access to fine teaching. 

Five of the girls came to a special ladies weekend at Phaneroo church which was a blessing recently. 

Lisa has got to know a family who are committed to supporting Lisa and will have her girls to stay when 

it is busy in the ministry. Please pray for Lisa as she sets boundaries in her work to protect family time.  
 

South Sudan continues to face political and economic challenges as it prepares for 

its first general election in December 2026. Many families are struggling with 

rising food prices and food insecurity but we thank God for the resilience of the 

people, ongoing peace efforts, and the local churches that continue to bring hope 

to their communities. Pray for a peaceful, transparent, & credible election leading 

to lasting peace and stability; for stronger partnerships & deeper relationships 

between churches, communities, & like-minded organisations; and for good rains, 

successful harvests, and God's provision for families facing food insecurity.  

 CAFÉ  12/31: SUMMER TIMETABLE 

Café operating normal hours, Tues - Sat 9:30am - 

2:00pm, up to and including Friday 17th July. 

Café OPEN summer hours, 10.30am – 2.00pm, 

Saturday 18th July through to and including  Friday 24th July. 

Café CLOSED Saturday 25th July through to and including 

Saturday 15th August. 

Café OPEN (summer hours, 10.30am – 2.00pm) Tuesday 18th 

August through to and including Saturday 5th Sept. 

Food served all day till 1.30pm. 

Usual opening hours from Tuesday 8th September. 

trinitylewes.org  The TRINITY Centre, Abinger Place, Lewes BN7 2QA / 01273 474377 / office@trinitylewes.org 

GIVING TO TRINITY 

You can give to support the ministry of TRINITY in a variety 

of ways. If you are a regular member or consider TRINITY 

your church, the best way to give is through the Parish 

Giving Scheme (PGS) TRINITY’s parish code 100610471. 
 

You can make direct internet payments to our bank account.  

Name: Trinity Church Lewes. Sort code: 08 92 99. Account 

Number: 67514762. You can also give using our contactless 

systems at our sites.  
 

If you are able to gift-aid your donation 

please email our finance team, who will 

g ive  you the re levant  form: 

finance@trinitylewes.org.  
 

Our website has more details: 

https://trinitylewes.org/about/giving/  
 

Please note change of bank account (to Cooperative Bank). 

CARING FOR CREATION: BEES 

Sussex Wild Life Trust has sent the following link to a very useful document about wild bees, their amazing 

lives and uses, and how to encourage them in gardens and other places, as part of our caring for creation. 

Things that families can do together too.  

See https://images.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-bee-action-pack-2.pdf 

LEWES FOOD BANKS 

. . . still need our support. 

Items may be left in boxes 

in our church porches. 

https://trinitylewes.org/about/giving/
https://images.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-bee-action-pack-2.pdf

